
Our Goals, Activities, and Accomplishments 

The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club is Oregonôs premier conservation organization.  With over 20,000 members 
and hundreds of active volunteers, the Sierra Club moves critical environmental polices and wields a level of grass-
roots power unlike any other organization in Oregon.   

As a grassroots, volunteer-led organization, the Sierra Club has the capacity to engage our members and the public 
on a myriad of important concerns that impact Oregonôs environment and our most special places.  We run a robust 
political program that has a demonstrated record of success in electing pro-environment candidates to state and lo-
cal offices. And, we hold our elected officials accountable through grassroots engagement and by maintaining an 
important and consistent lobbying presence at our state capitol.  

Our Conservation Priorities 

Protecting Oregonôs Wild Forests 

From the towering Douglas firs of the Coast Range to the ñyellow     
belliedò Ponderosa pine forests in the Blue Mountains, the Sierra     
Club is a vocal advocate for these majestic national treasures.  We   
work tirelessly to stop irresponsible logging projects, fight for new    
wilderness and old-growth protections, and to protect important     
salmon anchor habitat in the Tillamook and Clatsop state forests.      
This past year, our volunteers and staff: 

¶ Protected over 50,000 acres of old-growth and mature forest in   
 eastern Oregon from imminent logging and all-terrain vehicles. 

¶ Convinced the Obama administration to scrap Bush-era plans to 
 remove protections for old growth forests and ramp up clearcutting 
 across two million areas of public land in western Oregon. 

¶ Gathered the support of angling groups across the state and filed a 
 petition against the Oregon Board of Forestry, challenging their 
 decision to dramatically increase clearcut logging in the Tillamook and Clatsop state forests. 

¶ Played a critical role in the passage of the Omnibus Public Lands bill, which designated over 200,000 acres of 
 new wilderness in Oregon, including land in the Mt. Hood National Forest. 

Protecting Oregonôs High Deserts 

Oregonôs remote high deserts are remarkably diverse and beautiful, but they 
are constantly threatened by mining, grazing, and development activities.    
The Sierra Club is committed to educating the public and decision-makers 
about the values of Oregonôs high desert country, restoring damaged           
ecosystems and building support for the permanent protection of wilderness 
quality desert such as the Owyhee Canyonlandsðan amazing, little-known 
three-million acre tract of public land in southeastern Oregon.  This past    
year, our volunteers and staff: 

¶ Organized and led a range of outings to high desert country where we      
 introduced the public to beautiful desert areas, monitored grazing practices, 
 and removed fence from wildlife and wilderness areas. 

¶ Worked with the Bureau of Land Management to implement the Steens 
 Mountain Cooperative Management and Protection Act, established in 
 2000 in large part due to the Sierra Clubôs leadership. 
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¶ Provided guidance to wind developers on how to build renewable energy infrastructure while avoiding harm to 
 endangered species, wilderness study areas and other sensitive public lands across eastern Oregon. 

Stopping Liquefied Natural Gas 

Imported from places like Russia and the Middle East, liquefied  
natural gas (LNG) emits 20-30% more global warming pollution than 
domestic sources of natural gas. Three LNG terminals and hundreds of 
miles of pipeline are being proposed in Oregon. One pipeline, the 
Palomar Pipeline would result in a 150-foot wide, 47-mile long  
clearcut through the heart of the Mt. Hood National Forest. This past 
year, our volunteers and staff: 

¶ Stopped state legislation that would have fast-tracked permits for 
 liquefied natural gas pipelines in Oregon. 

¶ Challenged state and local land use decisions that would have     
 enabled the siting of damaging LNG facilities. 

¶ Organized outings to areas that would be impacted by proposed 
 pipelines and organized a 400 person rally at the state capitol in   
 support of clean energy solutions. 

Creating a Clean Energy Future 

Fixing our economy, transforming our energy future, and ultimately reversing climate change and its consequences 
will require a clear agenda and aggressive timetable. We remain a leader in advancing policies in Oregon that 
would cap carbon emissions, reduce energy use, and responsibly phase out the use of coal-produced energy in the 
Pacific Northwest. This past year, our volunteers and staff: 

¶ Gathered hundreds of comments and organized a road trip to       
 Seattle where over 100 Oregon Sierra Club members gathered    
 with thousands of citizens to support the Obama Administrationôs       
 decision to regulate carbon dioxide as a threat to the publicôs     
 health and welfare. 

¶ Lobbied, educated, and engaged the Northwest Power and  
 Conservation Council to design a regional energy framework to 
 phase out the use of coal-produced power in the Pacific Northwest. 

¶ Engaged in administrative processes with the Oregon Public 
 Utilities Commission and Department of Environmental Quality to  
 responsibly phase-out Oregonôs only coal plant.  

¶ Worked with labor unions to pass nation-leading energy efficiency 
 legislation and put Oregonians to work making our homes and  
 businesses more energy efficient. 

Over 100 Oregon Sierra Club members and sup-
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Obamaôs decision to regulate dirty coal  
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Get Involved! 

Conservation victories are important, but thatôs not all we do! Each year, Sierra Club volunteers lead hundreds of 
outings in Oregon. Weôre also investing in new technologies to bolster our conservation work and engage the next 
generation of Sierra Club supporters. Check out our website, read our blogs, join our Facebook group, fill out our 
volunteer form, and sign up for our action alerts and e-mail newsletter! Tell us how you want to get involved! 

Give! 

While your Sierra Club membership dues support important national conservation programs, your separate contribu-
tion to the Oregon Chapter is especially meaningful because 100% of your donation will be spent protecting our en-
vironment and natural resources right here in Oregon. There are many ways to support our work in Oregon. You can 
send us a check or give securely on-line. We can also help you give a monthly, recurring gift or provide for the Ore-
gon Chapter of the Sierra Club in your will. 

  
Oregon Chapter, Sierra Club 

1821 SE Ankeny Street  

Portland, Oregon 97214  

Visit us on the web!  www.oregon.sierraclub.org 

E-mail Us!  oregon.chapter@sierraclub.org 

Give us a Call!  (503) 238-0442           


